THE KING RULES
—Grafton. Again the Prime Minister's selection did not meet
with the unqualified approval of the King: Grafton had never
been forgiven for his desertion in January 1770.
A suitable candidate for the "Woolsack caused North a con-
siderable amount of worry. On Yorke's death the Great Seal
was put in commission, and Lord Mansfield acted as Speaker of
the House of Lords. Such an arrangement could not be con-
tinued longer than was absolutely necessary: it called forth a
good deal of criticism from the Opposition, who persistently
ridiculed the Administration on account of its inability to find a
lawyer of standing willing to accept the Great Seal. It has to
be admitted that North's choice was not a happy one—Henry
Bathurst, a puisne judge, who was equally undistinguished as lawyer
and politician; but no such criticism could be levelled against
him in respect of the two chief Law Officers of the Crown—
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General. Edward [later Lord]
Thurlow had occupied the office of Solicitor-General since the
resignation of Willes in 1770. He was a lawyer with a deservedly
high reputation as a pleader; and it was not surprising that when
an opportunity came to re-shuffle the Law Offices [on de Grey's
resignation from the post of Attorney-General to become Lord
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas] North should give Thurlow
the Attorney-Generalship. His successor as Solicitor-General was
Alexander Wedderburn, an equally brilliant lawyer, who, although
he had commenced his political career as a protege of Bute, had
gone over to the Opposition and had been prominendy connected
with the championship of Wilkes in the Commons. Chatham
thought his apostasy ' deplorable': he was only too well aware
of Wedderburn's abilities, and knew how they would benefit
North's Administration. Granby's place was eventually given
to George, Viscount Townshend, who had had a somewhat
chequered military career and was a rather dissipated person,
having been removed from his office of Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland
on account of his irregularities in that country. A worthier
appointment was that of William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth, as
Secretary for the Colonies in place of Hillsborough who resigned
in 1772. He was known to favour the Methodists—and even to
attend their services; and although George himself always sus-
pected his religious opinions he readily accepted him as a fit and
proper person for ministerial appointment.
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